
students to 
live in in� mate 
fellowship 
with Him. We 
have always 
been and will 
always be a 
“School of the 
Spirit.”

One of our 
earliest 
promo� onal 

brochures for the school says, “Our 
goal and purpose is to be what He 
would have us be; to cul� vate in the 
young people at Pinecrest a living, 
vital rela� onship with their Lord.” 

That purpose has not changed. In 
fact, we believe that this vision, 
which was birthed in God’s heart 
over 40 years ago, is becoming 
increasingly relevant and needed for 
our day. 

Another early brochure says of 
the bride in the Song of Solomon: 
“No longer was she sa� sfi ed with a 
knowledge of things about God; she 
desired in� mate knowledge of God 
Himself. An intense reduc� on of all her 
ambi� ons, dreams and desires brought 
her to a singleness of vision and 
purpose. We believe this is the desire 
of the heart of God for His people 
everywhere today—to know Him!”

This is s� ll God’s desire: that His 
people would know Him. We want 
to respond—to allow God to so 
establish His heart in us that our very 
lives will echo the cry of His heart for 
our genera� on.

What Next? 
We are wholly commi� ed to fulfi lling 
God’s purpose for this school as a 
place where students of all ages, 
na� onali� es, and callings can turn 
aside to encounter God and be 
transformed in His presence. 

We have great an� cipa� on for what 
God has in store for us, and we hope 
you can share in God’s con� nuing 
purpose for our school—fi rst as 
Pinecrest, and now as Bethany Bible 
Training Center. 

Why the name change? 
The Pinecrest property in Salisbury 
Center, New York originally opened 
in 1921 as a state-run tuberculosis 
sanatorium, named Pine Crest for 
the surrounding woods. The name 
was also used for a Bible ins� tute 
which later operated on the 
campus. 

When Pinecrest Bible Training Center 
was founded in 1968, the school 
assumed the same name originally 
given by the state of New York. 

Of course, Pinecrest is much more 
than a name; it is the people whose 
lives God has transformed, and we 
value the rich spiritual heritage of 
our past 42 years. However, God 
has recently impressed on us that 
He would like to name the school—
not a� er a government ins� tu� on, 
but a� er the cry in His heart for 
in� macy with His people. 

We are retaining Pinecrest 
Bible Training Center, Inc. as our 
corpora� on name, and we will be 
opera� ng with Bethany Bible Training 
Center as our assumed name.

Why Bethany?
God put the name “Bethany” 
on our hearts, and we believe 
it best expresses our desire to 
be a habita� on for God—both 
individually and corporately as a 
school.   

In the Bible, Bethany was a 
place Jesus loved to visit. He was 
welcomed there by His friends, 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus, and 
it was at Bethany that Mary sat 
at Jesus’ feet in devo� on and 
anointed His feet in adora� on and 
worship. There was an inclusive 
atmosphere at Bethany where not 
only the apostles, but also Mary sat 
under Jesus’ teaching.

In the same way, we want our 
school to be a place where God 
loves to abide and where He is 
given free reign to accomplish the 
purposes of His heart. 

Has the vision changed?
Our vision is the same as when 
we opened in 1968: that the Lord 
could have a place where He could 
come and be Lord and to prepare 
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